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word the vehicle of emotion. Conversely, I am surprised that Mr. East- 
man should list any words as though he could guarantee them to be poetic; 
it depends on how they are used. Is " sky-scraper," in the mouth of most 
New Yorkers, an expression of the flavor of experience, a conscious satis- 
faction in a Homeric image? or is it just a practical word, used for 
control ? 

Perhaps I have failed to indicate how highly I value this book. It has 
stimulated me to much thinking, and it has helped me toward setting my 
own house in order. If I object to his onslaughts upon the professional 
scholars, Mr. Eastman will not be surprised, since I belong in that camp. 
Like all else in his book, the onslaughts are interesting, and will, as I 
admitted, provide enjoyment for many readers; but I leave the book con- 
vinced that it is only the noblest kind of enjoyment that Mr. Eastman 
really wishes to provide. j 0HN Eeskine. 

Columbia University. 

The Philosophy of the Present in Germany. Oswald Kulpe. Translated 

from the fifth German edition by Maud Lyall Patrick and G. T. W. 

Patrick. New York: The Macmillan Company. 1913. Pp. vii + 256. 

This is certainly a better book than popular expositions of philosophy 
usually are. It is small and readable. It is not, apparently, addressed to 
students of philosophy, but to the German reading public, and it was worth 
translating. That does not mean, however, that the philosophy it describes 
is particularly modern. The breath of really modern thinking does not 
seem to have fluttered these pleasant pages. Still, the title indicates the 
subject sufficiently well. 

It was rather a happy thought to sum up contemporary philosophy in 
Germany under the headings of positivism, materialism, naturalism, and 
idealism ; under each of these topics there is a brief exposition of the phi- 
losophy of its chief representatives, and a statement of their shortcomings. 
The expositions are clear, but in the case of Mach a reader has the im- 
pression that the author could not get the point of view he seeks to criti- 
cize: in general, criticisms tend a little to the reproach that the writers 
reviewed overlooked considerations that belonged to other systems than 
their own; the trouble is not that they did not do well what they tried to 
do, but that they did not do well what they had no intention to do. 

Positivism is represented by Mach and Diihring, materialism by 
Haeckel, naturalism by Nietzsche, and idealism by Eechner, Lotze, 
von Hartmann, and Wundt. It is not surprising that materialism 
fares rather badly, and it is certainly a pity to define naturalism as 
something that can be illustrated by any writer who claims that his 
doctrine is a return to nature. The chapter on Nietzsche is well 
written in spite of the following quotation from it : " The sterner philo- 
sophical disciplines, such as logic and the theory of knowledge, Nietzsche 
touched upon only casually and never gave himself up to their prob- 
lems with original interest; and in the other branches which he liked 
to cultivate, such as metaphysics and ethics, he has no exact results to 
offer. We can not call him, therefore, really a philosopher. Life was his 
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problem, and his heartfelt interest was the determination of life's value 
and life's problems. This is the only theme which his thought mastered, 
•and this theme he was able with astonishing versatility of spirit to express 
in every form of variation from the lowest to the most ideal" (p. 128). 
Nevertheless, Nietzsche was not " really a philosopher." " But his own 
time will come. . . . Then we shall welcome his criticisms just so far 
as they point to actual evils. . . . Then we shall recognize in his judg- 
ments and descriptions the direct expression of an original and signifi- 
cant sensibility. . . ." One asks quite simply, " why not now ? " 

No one of the four schools of thought selected for analysis will be the 
philosophy of the future. That philosophy is most likely to result from 
the cooperation of positivism and idealism. Scientific empiricism has de- 
throned old-fashioned rationalism, but " neo-rationalism " will come to 
our aid. How else will philosophers of the future be able to lecture about 
the " world-riddle " ? Many things in the book are neatly put. " Leibniz 
attributed to all thought, in so far as it takes place without contradiction, 
a. real significance and objective validity. According to this modern doc- 
trine [Mach], on the contrary, all thought is merely formal. In both 
cases the difference between mathematics and metaphysics ceases to exist, 
but in the first case mathematics becomes metaphysics, while in the sec- 
ond, vice versa, metaphysics becomes mathematics" (p. 242). 



W. T. Bush. 



Columbia University. 
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ARCHIV FUR GESCHICHTE DER PHILOSOPHIE. July, 1913. 

Friedrich Rosens's Darstellung der persischen Mystik : L. Stein. - A note 
calling attention to the reprint of Georg Rosens's translation of the 
Mesnevi, the greatest work of the Persian mystics. Friedrich Rosens, son 
of the translator, has contributed a noteworthy introduction to the new 
edition. Platos Stellung zu Erziehungsfragen : Dr. Jegel. - A painstaking 
and systematic presentation of Plato's teaching on education as found in 
the Republic and the Laws. The aim of Plato in education was to train 
the youth to be capable citizens serviceable to the state. Bemerkungen zur 
Abfassungszeit und Methode der Amphibolie der Reflexionsbegriffe : 
Edgar Zilsel. - The first section of the " Amphiboly of Reflective Con- 
cepts " in the " Critique of Pure Reason " comes from the year 1771 ; the 
second and third divisions are supplementary presentations of later years. 
The " Reflective Concepts " were uncritical forerunners of the " Cate- 
gories." The first division accepts a knowable " Noumenon," the second 
denies it, the third recognizes it as the limit of that which may be known. 
Kleitophon wider Socrates : Dr. H. Brunnecke. - " Cleitophon " is a 
genuine Platonic dialogue in which Antisthenes is attacked under the 
name of Socrates, and the bankruptcy of the Cynic teaching revealed as 
preparation for the message of the Platonic Socrates in the dialectical com- 



